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The first-ever DIFC Gulf Art Fair has been deemed an outright success by the organizers as well as 

participating galleries and artists. More than 9,000 visitors from a range of nationalities toured the DIFC 

Gulf Art Fair during private patrons’ previews and two public viewing days.  Forty new galleries have 

already applied for next year’s event, effectively doubling the size of the DIFC Gulf Art Fair for 2008. 

 
His Excellency Dr. Omar Bin Sulaiman, Governor of the Dubai International Financial Centre said: “His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 

Ruler of Dubai recently reveled his vision and strategy focusing on his vision for the people of the nation 

and the environment around them. His Highness also indicated that education and art is the main focus. 

Sheikh Mohammed’s drive to enrich the art and culture scene and activities that add to the human life will 

start to pay off already.” 

 

“The initial DIFC Gulf Art Fair has exceeded our expectations on every front - in terms of the international 

interest, attendance, and overwhelmingly positive response from the regional and global arts communities.  

We have achieved our stated objective to create an event that enables a meaningful dialogue and arts 

exchange between East and West,” said His Excellency Dr. Omar Bin Sulaiman, Governor, DIFC. 

 

Proceeds from the DIFC Gulf Art Fair’s ticket sales plus a charity auction raised approximately $500,000 

on behalf of the Prince’s Drawing School and Al Madad Foundation for START, a project to fund children’s 

art workshops in deprived communities. 

 



                                                                                                            
 
The inaugural DIFC Gulf Art Fair has also had a galvanizing effect on the UAE’s burgeoning community of 

galleries.  The B21 gallery in Dubai reported that it sold all 18 of the Jeffar Khaldi works on display at an 

exhibition held concurrently with the DIFC Gulf Art Fair. 

 

“The DIFC Gulf Art Fair has generated an extraordinary response - one that appropriately mirrors the 

growth and potential of the Middle East’s arts landscape.  We will build on the success of this year’s event 

to present a broader range of public arts projects, galleries and artworks, and educational programmes for 

the DIFC Gulf Art Fair 2008,” said Mr. John Martin, Director of DIFC Gulf Art Fair.  

 

For press enquiries please contact Katie Taylor at Brunswick Arts Consulting LLP, 16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London WC2A 3ED, E: ktaylor@brunswickgroup.com, T: +44 (0) 20 7936 1280. 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
For further information about the DIFC Gulf Art Fair, participating galleries, art projects, events and the 
education programme please visit www.gulfartfair.com  
 

• A comprehensive range of DIFC Gulf Art Fair images from the event can be downloaded from the 
New Event folder at the following ftp site: http://press.gulfartfair.com/brunswick 
Username: Brunswick   Password: Pressaccess 

 
• The London office for the DIFC Gulf Art Fair is located at 37 Albemarle Street, London W1S 4JG; 

T: +44 (0)20 7499 6427 
 

• Biography, John Martin, DIFC Gulf Art Fair Director: John Martin opened his gallery in the West 
End of London in 1992 dealing with contemporary British and Irish art.  He has organised nearly 
200 exhibitions both in Britain and the U.S during the last 14 years, published over 100 books and 
catalogues and produced three films. In 1999 he helped establish ARTLONDON with Ralph Ward-
Jackson, and continues to sit on the advisory committee for the event.  Television appearances 
include ‘Heist’ (Channel 4) and ITN. He is a member of the Society of London Art Dealers and for 
four years chaired a committee of The Art Fund. He lives on the Suffolk coast with his wife and 
two sons.  

 
• Details on START can be found at www.almadadfoundation.org. Contact: Anthony Dawton/ 

info@almadadfoundation.org <mailto:info@almadadfoundation.org> Tel: +44 207 3701966 
 
 
 
 
 


